


IBANS SCHOLARS SCHEME

Interdisciplinary MSc by Research Project Proposal

APPLICATION FORM


The Institute for Behavioural and Neural Sciences (IBANS) Scholars Scheme aims to support interdisciplinary MSc by Research (MScRES) projects. This scheme will support MScRES projects that fit within the remit of IBANS, which focuses on the study of behaviour of organisms from cellular, neural, cognitive, economic, ecological and evolutionary perspectives, while also aligning with University strategy. 

Applications should be made by supervisors and submitted by email to IBANS (IBANS@st-andrews.ac.uk) by 12 noon on March 6, 2026 

The scheme funding will provide 1) research expenses up to £1000 to support a MScRES project 2) £7500 Global Merit Award for overseas applicants. Research will be undertaken in AY2025-26. For subject specific tuition fees, please refer to the University’s ‘Fees and Funding’ webpages.

Application process is supervisor-led. Applicants can be based in any School within the University. Jointly supervised inter-disciplinary projects are encouraged; however, one School and one supervisor should be designated as lead. Applicants can propose collaboration with external partners (industry partners, non-profit organizations, colleagues in other universities). Applications will be judged on research merit, alignment with IBANS remit and university strategic priorities. Overall feasibility and strategy for successful student recruitment will also be taken into consideration.

Lead Supervisors will be notified of their award in spring 2026. Supervisors will be responsible for 1) recruitment of a suitable candidate 2) coordinating admissions process appropriate for their School(s) and project and 3) establishing supervision pathways appropriate for their School(s) and project. 

Student applicants will be informed of Global Merit Award at time of offer. Once student matriculates, research expense budget will be released to Lead Supervisor.

Supervisors will be required to submit a short summary of the outcomes of the project and how any allocated funds were spent to IBANS (IBANS@st-andrews.ac.uk) in autumn of 2027. 


	Name and contact information for Lead Supervisor, Co-supervisor (s), and/or external partners:	





	Project title: 





	Description of proposed project (300 words maximum). 

Include a summary of the research and describe what techniques and training experience will be provided to the student, if relevant. Please comment on how the project aligns with university strategy, how funds will be used and overall feasibility of the project. 
















The supervisor(s) agrees that if other funding is obtained (internal or external) for proposed projects, they will inform IBANs (IBANS@st-andrews.ac.uk). IBANS reserves the right to withdraw funding for projects that receive support from other funding sources, but this will be treated on a case-by-case basis.

Signature of Supervisor(s):	________________________________________
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